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Discussion

• PHMSA’s Role
• Outreach and Education
• Stakeholders Concerns
• What is Happening now?
• Select Rules in Progress
• Questions



PHMSA’s Mission

To protect people and the environment by advancing the safe transportation of 
energy and other hazardous materials that are essential to our daily lives. To do this, 

the agency establishes national policy, sets and enforces standards, educates, and 
conducts research to prevent incidents. We also prepare the public and first responders 

to reduce consequences if an incident does occur.
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PHMSA By the Numbers
3.2 Million 1.2 Million 16,700 1.6 Billion 64%

Miles of Regulated Pipelines Daily Shipments of Hazardous 
Materials

Underground Natural Gas Storage
Wells

Tons of Hazardous Materials 
Shipped Annually by All Modes

Of U.S. Energy Commodities 
Transported by Pipeline



What PHMSA Does
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• Establishes federal pipeline safety regulations (PSR)
• Inspects pipelines and Enforces PSR

• Performs comprehensive inspections
• Issues enforcement actions
• Investigates pipeline accidents

• Engages with public on pipelines and pipeline safety
• Conducts research on promising technologies and knowledge 

needed to improve standards
• Provides grants, technical assistance, and emergency response 

in support of pipeline safety programs

Learn more 
about the Office 

of Pipeline 
Safety



Roles and Responsibilities

• Public Engagement
• Outreach and Education
• Regional Field Support
• Technical Assistance
• Working Groups, Committees, Teams
• Post Incident/Accident Support



Emergency Responder Outreach

• Resource and tools (i.e. NPMS, NVFC Toolkit and 
Training, ERG)

• Grants
• Operator information
• Regulatory information (public awareness, emergency 

preparedness)
• PHMSA contact for questions

Communication Before Emergency Is Key



Typical Day

CGA Conference

Data Call and Performance Metrics 
For Outreach

Article for PHMSA Newsletter

PERI Steering 
Committee Meeting

Response to Correspondence

Workgroup Meeting

Inspection



Frequent Stakeholder Questions and Concerns 

• Rights of Way
• Emergency plans
• Abandoned lines
• Incidents and accidents
• Environmental issues and health concerns
• Regulations and jurisdiction 
• Pipeline data and mapping



Some Other Miscellaneous Concerns and Requests 

• Noise and vibration attributed to pipeline facilities
• Abandoned or orphaned wells
• Security
• Projects not being done in compliance with regulations
• Perform site visits and inspections
• Shut down lines, halt projects
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What’s Happening at PHMSA



PAC
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• Recently completed meetings:
• LDAR pt. 1 (11/27/23 – 12/1/23)
• LDAR pt. 2 (3/25/24 – 3/27/24)
• Class Location (3/27/24 – 3/29/24)

• Still to come…:
• Standards Update II (GPAC/LPAC – Dec?)
• CO2 (LPAC – TBD?)
• Gas Distribution (GPAC – TBD?)
• LNG Cost Recovery (TBD?)



Regulatory Outlook
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• What is the general regulatory outlook 
for the end of 2024 and into 2025?

• How will rulemaking be affected by the 
election and potential new administration?
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Rulemakings in Progress



Gas Pipeline Leak Detection and Repair (2137-AF51)
• NPRM published 5/18/23

• Comment period ended 8/16/23
• Responds to Section 113 of PIPES Act of 2020
• GPAC Meetings in Nov./Dec. 23 & Mar. 24

• Impacts:
• 0.5 – 1.0 MT of methane eliminated annually
• $300M – 1.4B annualized net benefits

• Next Action:  Publication (late 2024/early 2025)14



Safety of Gas Distribution Pipelines and Other Pipeline Safety 
Initiatives (2137-AF53)

• NPRM Published: 9/7/23
• Comment period ended 11/6/23
• Addresses Leonel Rondon Act in the PIPES 

Act of 2020

• Major Topics:
• DIMP
• Emergency Response Plans
• O&M

• Impacts: $117M costs

• Next Action: Preparing for GPAC Meeting15



Amendments to Liquefied Natural Gas Facilities (2137-AF45)

• NPRM under development
• Addresses PIPES Act of 2020 Section 110; 

PSM for O&M activities for large exporters

• Major Topics:
• Updated NFPA 59A (2023 edition)
• Petitions for Rulemaking
• LNG export facilities & small scale

• Next Action: Publish NPRM (5/2025?)
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Cost Recovery for Siting Reviews for LNG Facilities (2137-
AF61)

• Published 8/19/24

• Non-Significant

• Proposes to revise part 190 to include new fee 
for cost recovery for siting reviews of > $2.5B 
LNG facilities

• Section 103 of PIPES Act of 2020

• Next Action: Comment period ends 
10/18/24
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Pipeline Operational Status (2137-AF52)
• Under Development

• PIPES Act of 2020 definition for “idled 
pipeline”
• Will not resume service in 180 days
• Has been isolated from all sources of 

product and has been purged

• API RP 1181 (Oct. 2019)

• Next Action: Publish NPRM (5/2025?)
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Safety of Carbon Dioxide and Hazardous Liquid Pipelines 
(2137-AF60)

• NPRM under Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) review
• Review period started 2/1/24
• Responds to CCUS initiatives and an expected buildout 

of CO2 infrastructure

• Major Topics:
• Regulated phases(gas and Super Critical CO2)
• Vapor dispersion modeling 
• Crack arresters
• Odorization

• Next Action: Publish NPRM; hold LPAC meeting
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Dual Track Oversight for CO2 Pipelines
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20

CO2 Phase

Supercritical 

Gaseous

Safety 
Authority

Regulatory 
Authority

Working on it!



Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!

• Providing situational awareness information
• Making us aware of field observations 
• Supporting public inquiry investigations
• Directing stakeholder to us for help
• Answering our questions and requests
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Guide to the Rulemaking 
Process, prepared by the 

Office of the Federal Register
Office of Pipeline Safety

PAC - manResources

    Phone:        Email:

          202-366-4595         PHMSA.PipelineSafety@dot.gov

https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/about-phmsa/offices/office-pipeline-safety

mailto:PHMSA.PipelineSafety@dot.gov
https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/about-phmsa/offices/office-pipeline-safety


Thank You!!
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Jay Prothro
James.Prothro@dot.gov
(281) 786-9437

mailto:Nitander.Raju@dot.gov
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