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Erosion Control 
vs 

Sediment Control

• Erosion Control works to prevent soil from 
moving (keep it in its place)

• Sediment Control works to remove soil particles 
that have eroded and are being moved by water

NOTE: Proper Erosion Control can greatly reduce 
the need for Sediment Control



Erosion control blankets are 
typically manufactured with 

three general fiber types:

1. Straw
2. Coconut
3. Excelsior Wood
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ECBs should 
maintain intimate 

contact with the soil 
during hydraulic 

events
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Sediment Control



Sediment Logs and Wattles
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Estimated Flow Rates for Straw Wattles 
and Excelsior Sediment Logs

Fiber Type Density 
(lb/ft3)

GPM/ft2 

(ASTM D5141)

GPM/linear ft       
of installed product

6” Excelsior Sediment 
Log

2.4 42.5 19.5

9” Straw Wattle 4.5 7.5 5.6

9” Excelsior Sediment
Log

2.3 42.5 29.0

12” Straw Wattle 3.8 8.0 8.0

12” Excelsior Sediment 
Log

2.5 40.0 36.7

20” Excelsior Sediment 
Log

1.4 37.5 46.9
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